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ABSTRACT

This application report provides background information, general equations, and instructions for proper
use of the Texas Instruments TAS57xx series Dynamic Range Control (DRC). Topics include I2C
configuration, single-band and dual-band DRC, coefficient computation, device offerings, and user
interface configuration.
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1 Dynamic Range Control (DRC)

Dynamic Range Control (DRC) provides compression capabilities that allow audio signals to sound softer
or louder depending on the input level. In Figure 1, the lines visually depict the DRC compressed output
versus the audio input. The dashed line in this graph represents an uncompressed audio signal, but more
specifically delineates a 0-dB control signal with a 1:1 slope, indicating the output levels equal the input
levels.

The solid line, on the other hand, represents the effects of the DRC compression. This line varies based
on the programmed DRC parameters and indicates the output levels may not vary in a 1:1 relationship
with the input levels. When the solid line overlaps the dashed line (the control), the DRC is simply acting
as an audio pass-through, but when the solid line diverges from the dashed line, the DRC output signal is
softer or louder depending on the y-axis value.

The DRC input/output diagram is shown in Figure 1.

Figure 1. Dynamic Range Control

The DRC provides compression capabilities in the region above the threshold level (T). A programmable
threshold level (T) sets the boundary of the two regions. The offset (O, boost or cut) controls the vertical
axis offset of the solid line and can be defined by a programmable offset coefficient. The compression
ratio (k) adjusts the slope of the compression in the region above threshold T and can be set by a
programmable compression coefficient.

The DRC implements the composite transfer function by computing a 3.23-format gain coefficient from the
output of the RMS estimator. The RMS estimates are calculated and compared on a sample-by-sample
basis, and the largest of each sample group is used to compute the compression gain coefficient. The
DRC parameters including the compression and timing control then are applied to the RMS estimate to
obtain the final DRC coefficient. This DRC coefficient then is applied to a mixer block, whose input is the
audio data. The mixer output is thus the DRC-adjusted audio data.

1.1 DRC Implementation

Figure 2 shows the three elements comprising the DRC: (1) an RMS estimator, (2) a compression
coefficient computation engine, and (3) an attack/decay controller.
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Figure 2. DRC Block Diagram

• RMS Estimator – This DRC element derives an estimate of the RMS value from the input audio data.
For the DRC block shared by Ch1 through Ch4, the individual channel estimates are computed first.
The outputs of the estimators then are compared, sample-by-sample, and the largest-valued sample is
forwarded to the compression/expansion coefficient-computation engine. Two programmable
parameters, ae and (1 – ae), set the effective time window over which the RMS estimate is made. For
the DRC block shared by Ch1 through Ch4, the programmable parameters apply to both RMS
estimators. The time window over which the RMS estimation is computed can be determined by

(1)

• Compression Coefficient Computation – This DRC element converts the output of the RMS estimator
to a logarithmic number, determines the region where the input resides, and then computes and
outputs the appropriate coefficient to the attack/decay element. The programmable parameters,
threshold (T), offset (O), and compression ratio (k), define the compression regions for both DRCs
implemented by this element.

• Attack/Decay Control – This DRC element controls the transition time of changes in the coefficient
computed in the compression/expansion coefficient computation element. Four programmable
parameters define the operation of this element. Parameters ad and (1 – ad) set the decay or release
time constant to be used for signal amplitude boost (expansion). Parameters aa and (1 – aa) set the
attack time constant to be used for signal amplitude cuts (compression). The transition-time constants
can be determined by

(2)

(3)

1.2 DRC Structure

Figure 3 shows how the TAS57xx DRC computes the coefficients to apply to an audio signal. Notice that
both compression and timing (attack and decay) coefficients are used to get the overall DRC coefficient.
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Figure 3. DRC Structure

2 Single-Band DRC Control

The single-band devices have one DRC and are capable of modifying the output signal for all channels.
The advantage of single-band is that all audio will be attenuated proportionally producing the same, but
compressed, sound as the original input.

3 Dual-Band DRC Control

The dual-band devices have two DRCs and are capable of modifying the output signal for different
channel configurations. The TAS5705, TAS5706, and TAS5713 offer two DRCs, one which controls the
satellite speakers and the other the subwoofer. The TAS5709, TAS5710, and TAS5711 offer two DRCs,
which can be configured to control different audio bands and different channels depending on the
multiplexer configuration within the device.

4 DRC Coefficients

This section discusses the programmable values for the TAS57xx single-band and dual-band devices,
including the threshold, offset, compression ratio, and enable controls. Dual-band devices have two sets of
control parameters, one for each DRC. These values are programmable via the I2C interface.

Table 1. Dual-Band DRC Control Inputs

Bit 1 Bit 0 Description

X 0 Disable DRC1

X 1 Enable DRC1

0 X Disable DRC2

1 X Enable DRC2
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Each DRC block has an independent enable/disable bit; the encoding for a dual-band device is shown in
Table 1.

The DRC scheme has a single threshold, offset, and slope (all programmable).

• Thresholds T1 and T2 define the thresholds for DRC1 and DRC2, respectively.
• Offsets O1 and O2 define the gain coefficients for DRC1 and DRC2, respectively.
• The magnitudes of slopes k1 and k2 define the degree of compression to be performed above the

threshold for DRC1 and DRC2, respectively.

The three sets of parameters are all defined in logarithmic space and adhere to the following rules.

• The maximum input sample into the DRC is referenced at 0 dB. All values below this maximum value
then have negative values in logarithmic (dB) space.

• Thresholds T1 and T2 define, in dB, the boundaries of the regions of the DRC, as referenced to the
RMS value of the data into the DRC. Zero-decibel (0-dB) threshold settings reference the
maximum-valued RMS input into the DRC, and negative-valued thresholds reference all other RMS
input levels. Positive-valued thresholds have no physical meaning and are not allowed. In addition,
zero-valued threshold settings are not allowed.
NOTE: The threshold settings must be programmed as 32-bit (9.23 format) numbers.
NOTE: Zero-valued and positive-valued threshold settings are not allowed and cause unpredictable
behavior if used.

• Offsets O1 and O2 define, in dB, the attenuation (cut) or gain (boost) applied by the DRC-derived gain
coefficient at the threshold points T1 and T2, respectively. Positive offsets are defined as boosts, and
thus cuts are negative numbers.

• Slopes k1 and k2 define the compression is to be performed within a given region and the degree of
compression to be applied. Slopes are programmed as 26-bit (3.23 format) numbers.

5 Threshold, Offset, and Compression Computation

The following sections can be used to calculate the parameters used for DRC coefficient computation.

5.1 Threshold Parameter Computation

For thresholds,

Tdb = 6.0206TINPUT + 24 dB = 6.0206TSUB_ADDRESS_ENTRY + 24 dB

The additional 24 dB in the threshold equation accounts for DRC headroom.

If, for example, it is desired to set T1 = –64 dB, then the subaddress entry required to set T1 to –64 dB is

(4)

T1 is entered as a 32-bit number in 9.23 format. Therefore,

T1 = –14.62 = 0 0000 1110.1001 1101 1101 0001 1101 101 = 0x074E E8ED in 9.23

5.2 Slope Parameter Computation

In developing the equations used to determine the subaddress input value required to realize a given
compression or expansion within a given region of the DRC, the following convention has been adopted.

DRC Transfer = Input Increase : Output Increase

If the DRC realizes an output increase of n dB for every dB increase in the RMS value of the audio into
the DRC, a 1:n expansion is being performed. If the DRC realizes a 1-dB increase in output level for every
n dB increase in the rms value of the audio into the DRC, an n:1 compression is being performed.

For a 1:n expansion, the slope k can be found by : k = n – 1

For an n:1 compression, the slope k can be found by:

(5)

5SLOA148–June 2010 TAS57xx Dynamic Range Control

Copyright © 2010, Texas Instruments Incorporated



1 1
Compression equation: k = 4 = 1 n = 0.3333:1 compression

n 3
- - ® - ® -

gd(9 /20)

offset
10

G =
15.5

DRC Configuration Using the TAS57xx GDE www.ti.com

In compression (n:1), n is implied to be greater than 1. For compression, Equation 5 means –1 < k < 0 for
n > 1. Thus k must always lie in the range k > –1.

(6)

With k = –4 then, the output decreases 3 dB for every 1-dB increase in the RMS value of the audio into
the DRC. As the input increases in signal amplitude, the output decreases in signal amplitude.

5.3 DRC Offset Calculation

The DRC offset is calculated by

(7)

6 DRC Configuration Using the TAS57xx GDE

The TAS57xx DRC configuration tool is a useful resource for adjusting the DRC settings. This tool has
controls for adjusting the compression ratio, offset, threshold, attack, and decay. Figure 4 shows a picture
of the DRC graphic user interface.

Figure 4. DRC Configuration Tool

6.1 Opening the DRC Tool

To open the DRC Configuration Tool, do the following:

1. Install the latest version of the TAS57xx Graphical Development Environment (GDE).
2. Open the GUI and select the appropriate TAS57xx device tab.
3. Open the DRC Configuration Tool by either double-clicking on the DRC icon or right-clicking >

"Activate DRC GUI". See Figure 5.
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Figure 5. TAS57xx DRC Icon

6.2 Adjust DRC Parameters Using the Form

To adjust the DRC settings, use the fields on the left and:

1. Enter the values for compression ratio, offset, and threshold.
2. Update the time constants to the appropriate durations by clicking on the "Time Constants" button.
3. Click "Ok" in the Time Constants window.
4. Click "Apply" to update the graph and the TAS57xx device’s control registers (if connected).

6.3 Adjust DRC Parameters using the Graph

To adjust the DRC parameters, use the graph on the right and:

1. Move the orange control point to the desired level.
2. Click "Apply" to update the graph and the TAS57xx device’s control registers (if connected).
3. The compression ratio still needs to be set using the field on the left.
4. Update the time constants to the appropriate durations by clicking on the "Time Constants" button.
5. Click "Ok" in the Time Constants window.
6. Click "Apply" once more.

7 Device Offerings

The TAS57xx family of devices offers numerous options for dynamic range control. The following is a list
of devices and the configuration options of the DRC(s).

• TAS5705, TAS5706, and TAS5713 DRC Configuration
– The TAS5705, TAS5706, and TAS5713 are both dual-band DRC devices. These devices have two

distinct DRC blocks. DRC1 controls the satellite channels, and DRC2 controls the subwoofer
channel.

• TAS5707 and TAS5708 DRC Configuration
– The TAS5707 and TAS5708 are single-band devices and offer a single DRC control for all output

channels.
• TAS5709, TAS5710, and TAS5711 DRC Configuration

– The TAS5709, TAS5710, and TAS5711 are dual-band devices and have two independent DRC
blocks which can be configured to control any two audio bands. This allows for control of bass and
treble, bass boost, and surround features.
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